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“Latin America and the Caribbean have 
reached the Millennium Development Goals  
on water supply. Currently, 92 per cent of 
the urban population has piped water and  
the figure rises to 98 per cent if we include 
other water sources. However, there are  
significant shortfalls in service quality. 
Estimates show that 40 per cent of the 
treated water is lost due to infrastructure 
malfunction, leaks and misuse, while pricing 
policies do not always cover running costs 
and rarely benefit the poor” 
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“ 
 

“Seventy-four million people (16 per cent) 
still do not have adequate sanitation in 
cities. In general, the situation is slightly 
better in larger cities than in smaller ones, 
but less than 20 per cent of wastewaters 
and sewage is treated before discharge, 
resulting in health and environmental 

hazards 
 

Each urban inhabitant in the region 
generates nearly one kilogram of solid 
waste per day, an amount that has been 
increasing” 
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What kind of skills do we need? 

 Renewable and clean energy 
 Alternative fuels 
 Carbon footprint 
 Management of solid and liquid 

waste 
 Reusing waste 
 Enviromental management 
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Some programs which green skills are 
required 

 Organic producer 
 Forester (Silvicultor) 
 Water treatment operator (drinking water / wastewater) 
 Environmental Risk Manager  
 Watershed Manager  
 Installer and repairer of wind systems 
 Installer and repairer of photovoltaic systems 
 Recovery of usable materials 
 Cleaner production module 
 Environmental responsibility module 
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 Operator of reusable materials in collection 
centers  

 Pools operator 
 Operator of wastewater treatment in 

Environmental Management 
 Operator of drinking water systems for community 

water 
 Implementing environmental management 

systems 

Some programs which green skills are 
required 
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 Basics concepts for solid waste management 
 Pollution of water and air 
 General guidelines for an environmental 

management system in the company according 
to ISO 14000 

 Management of hospital solid waste centers for 
health 

 Guidelines for the implementation of 
environmental management programs for 
institutions 

Some programs which green skills are 
required 
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 Waste management in automotive workshops 
 Environmental Management for the Printing 

Industry 
 Foundations for the management of solid waste in 

the wood furniture industry and related materials 
 Basic Principles on septic systems 

Some programs which green skills are 
required 
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Some programs which green skills are 
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Good practices in the LAC Region 

 Latin American Network of Fair and Sustainable 
Cities. The network already comprises more than 37 
observatories or local authority entities in nine 
countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay) 

 Cochabamba, Bolivia. Community sewage 
treatment Plant. “Aguateros” in Paraguay. Wells 
drilling to serve the community. 

 Community-based cleaning Services in Puerto 
Lempira, Honduras 
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Good practices in the LAC Region 

 ‘Green Exchange’, programme in partnership with 
farmers, by which low-income families receive food 
in exchange for recyclable waste. i.e. Curitiba, Brazil 

 ‘Green Mortgage’, additional amounts up to the 
original loan amount for purchasing technologies 
that reduce the consumption of water, gas and 
electricity. i.e. Mexico. The number of ‘green’ 
mortgages granted rose from 121,000 in 2009 to 
more than 376,000 in 2011, totalling 667,000 in its first 
three years. 

 Oxygen sale. Costa Rica, Colombia.  
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